THE TREATY OF SfeVRES
These were needed for India and Ireland. It Is not
too much to say that if all the schemes of Mr. Lloyd
George and Lord Curzon had been carried out, troops
would have been required to police a frontier from
Burma to Teheran, from Teheran to the Caspian with
a post at Constantinople. The Bolshevik advance
finally disposed of that treaty.
The East was up. A sheet of flame ran across it.
India was seething. A great Moslem pilgrimage to
Kabul was in progress as a protest against British Chris-
tian rule. The Amir thinking that India was in disorder
followed the tradition of his ancestors, declared war
and advanced on India for his loot. The Hindus were
unsettled and the Amritzar riots were a symptom. In
Egypt there was revolt. The East was indeed aflame,
and it was not merely the Moslem East for Hindus and
Moslems in India, Syria Christians and Mohammedans
in Syria against the French, and Copts and Moslems in
Egypt, had combined for resistance on common grounds.
June found the British Empire in the East buffeted
with great blows and rocking to its foundations. Of
force there was none to employ. Ireland had absorbed
the small army that the British were prepared to support.
We had enmeshed ourselves in the wastes of Mesopo-
tamia, and the Arabs rose against our benign rule on
the 3rd of June. In Turkey the Nationalists had cleared
all Anatolia of Allied troops, except the Greeks in the
Smyrna area, and the British had fallen back on a line
behind Ismidt to cover Constantinople. In front of
them entrenched was the last remnant of the Sultan's
troops. The Turks waited no more. Ali Fuad Pasha